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Conference considers next steps for Sharing Education 

A conference organised by the Sharing Education Learning Forum (SELF) met in Belfast today (Wednesday 28th September) to hear the lessons learned from more than four years of Sharing Education and to look at its future in Northern Ireland’s schools.  

The conference, which was held at the Hilton Hotel, Belfast and called ‘Sharing Education – the Next Steps’ was organised by the three groups who make up SELF including Queen’s University, The Fermanagh Trust and the North Eastern Education and Library Board’s Primary Integrating / Enriching Education Project (PIEE).  

The Sharing Education Programme is funded by the International Fund for Ireland and The Atlantic Philanthropies. The Programme encourages schools to work together, to find new ways of ‘sharing education’ which offer additional curriculum-based educational opportunities for students, and in doing so provide the means for sustained and regular contact among people from different communities to promote understanding  and reconciliation.

The conference looked at some of the work achieved since the Programme launched in 2007 and which now involves 150 schools, across 48 separate partnerships and more than 10,000 pupils throughout Northern Ireland.      

The Fermanagh Trust is responsible for 25 cross-sectoral partnerships involving 41 primary and all of the 14 post primary schools in the county. The North Eastern Education and Library Board’s Primary Integrating / Enriching Education (PIEE) Project is working with 11 partnership across 28 primary schools while Queen’s University currently looks after 12 partnerships across 71 schools including 43 post primary and 28 primary schools.     

In Fermanagh, over 3000 pupils engage in weekly curriculum-based, shared classes from 55 schools. Queen’s University recently completed a preliminary analysis of their current partnerships and found that they had generated 3,000 shared classes and over 4,000 hours in which pupils from Controlled, Maintained and Integrated schools shared classes and learned together. The NEELB’s PIEE project produced a similar analysis of their project and found 834 hours of shared classes using 165 shared resources and facilities had taken place over two years

Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland, and speaking on behalf of IFI and the Atlantic Philanthropies said: "Today is about learning the lessons of the last four years so we can look to the future of sharing in education with real ambitions for its continued development and continued success.

"We would now like to see the models of sharing education, which are represented here today and we have helped to establish, adopted by the wider school community and supported by policy and adequate resources to help them become embedded as part of every day school life. Now is the time for the key stakeholders in education to reflect, engage and negotiate the pathway to a sharing education with appropriate objectives, targets and delivery mechanisms."

Professor Tony Gallagher, Professor of Education at Queen’s University Belfast and spokesperson for SELF said: "Over the last four years the Sharing Education Programme has demonstrated that by running shared classes, on a sustained and regular basis, schools can increase opportunities for pupils, improve standards, and promote better understanding and new friendships. 

 

"When schools work together principals and teachers benefit, pupils and young people benefit, and the wider community benefits. Resources are used more effectively, and the quality of learning for all in the school community, teachers and pupils alike, is improved. Most important, young people learn together and they learn from each other, and this will help them build a shared and better future, together."    

ENDS

CAPTION

Hitting the right note at the Sharing Education Learning Forum conference in Belfast.

Pictured at a conference organised by the Sharing Education Learning Forum (SELF) is from L-R: Naomi McGinley from St Mary's Primary School Tempo; Dr Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland; Jessica Long from Tempo Controlled Primary School and Minister for Education, John O'Dowd.

Notes to editors:

Case studies:

· From The Primary Integrating / Enriching Education Project (PIEE) St. Anne’s 

Corkey Primary School, Knockahollet PS and St. Brigid’s PS, Cloughmills       

· From The Fermanagh Trust St. Mary’s Primary School, Tempo and Tempo

Controlled Primary School, Lisbellaw and Tattygar Primary Schools and St. Paul’s Primary School, Irvinestown and Irvinestown Controlled Primary School

· From Queen’s University Sharing Education Programme (SEP): Shared 

Education in the Roe Valley (SERV) St. Mary’s College, 

Limavady, Limavady High School, St. Patrick’s College Dungiven, 

Limavady Grammer School and Rossmar School;

· Moyle Learning Together Project Cross & Passion College and Ballycastle High 

School;

· Ballymoney Shared Education Partnership Dalriada School, Our Lady of Lourdes, Sandleford School, Leaney Primary School and St. Brigid’s Primary School      

·  The Sharing Education Programme is a £6.6m initiative funded by the International Fund for Ireland and The Atlantic Philanthropies. 

For further information or to request an interview with:

· A representatives of these local partnerships or;

· Professor Tony Gallagher of SELF or 

· Denis Rooney, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland please contact; 

Catherine Agnew, Smarts      07779 101 360/ 028 9039 5511

catherine.agnew@smarts.co.uk 

Jenny Beattie, Smarts

Jenny.beattie@smarts.co.uk   07989 350 954 / 028 9039 5514

About the International Fund for Ireland www.internationalfundforireland.com 

The International Fund for Ireland is an independent international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £668m/€838m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.

About The Atlantic Philanthropies

The Atlantic Philanthropies are dedicated to bringing about lasting changes in the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people. Atlantic focuses on four critical social problems: Ageing, Children & Youth, Population Health, and Reconciliation & Human Rights. Atlantic operates in Australia, Bermuda, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, South Africa, the United States and Viet Nam. Shared education is supported under Atlantic’s Reconciliation and Human Rights Programme in Northern Ireland. To learn more, please visit: www.atlanticphilanthropies.org. 

