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INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRFLAND



Issued on behalf of the International Fund for Ireland

9 March 2012
New Board appointed to the International Fund for Ireland 

Dr Adrian Johnston, the newly appointed Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland, has welcomed new appointments to the Fund’s Board announced today by the British and Irish Governments.

Dr Johnston, who was first appointed to the Board on 1 March 2009, welcomed three new Board Members: Ms Dorothy Clarke who is a graduate of NUI Galway and is a former CEO of Leitrim County Enterprise Board; Mrs Siobhan Fitzpatrick who is the Chief Executive of Early Years and previously worked in Health and Social Services; and Mr Billy Gamble who is a former senior civil servant who was responsible for developing a number of key government policies in community relations. Ms Rose-Mary Farrell, Mr David Graham OBE, and Mr Winston Patterson will continue as Board Members for a second three-year term.      
Dr Johnston said: “The International Fund for Ireland is a unique body, independent of governments, which is able to act responsively and flexibly in support of those communities that wish to move forward in a spirit of peace and reconciliation. With the continued support of our international donors, I believe we can continue to serve all those who, day and daily, work on the ground throughout Northern Ireland and the border counties to positively transform the lives of communities and individuals.”
Dr Johnston paid tribute to his predecessor, Dr Denis Rooney CBE, for his leadership; particularly in terms of setting a very clear strategic direction for the Fund. Dr Rooney was instrumental in the development of the Fund’s Sharing This Space Strategy which included many very significant interventions, such as the Sharing in Education Programme and the Shared Neighbourhood Programme. Dr Rooney was also at the forefront of the Fund’s most recent intervention in relation to Peace Walls in Northern Ireland.
Dr Johnston also paid tribute to outgoing Board Members Mrs Anne Henderson and Ms Mary Southwell for their enthusiasm, energy and tireless service to the International Fund for Ireland.
The full Board of the International Fund for Ireland is:

· Dr Adrian Johnston, Chairman

· Ms Rose-Mary Farrell

· Mr David Graham OBE
· Mr Winston Patterson
· Ms Dorothy Clarke

· Mrs Siobhan Fitzpatrick

· Mr Billy Gamble 
Ends

About the International Fund for Ireland

The International Fund for Ireland is an independent, international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £695m/€869m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.

About the Board
Dr Johnston succeeds Dr Denis Rooney CBE as Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland. Dr Johnston is an engineer with Seagate Technology (Ireland) where he identifies and implements collaborative research projects including large cross-border research initiatives. He is Chairman of Londonderry YMCA and has a strong interest in community relations, youth work, and economic regeneration. He was first appointed to the Board on 1 March 2009. He was appointed Chairman on 1 March 2012. 

Ms Dorothy Clarke is a graduate of NUI Galway and previously worked as CEO of Leitrim County Enterprise Board.

Ms Rose-Mary Farrell is currently based in Dundalk and is engaged in a wide range of community activities in County Louth.

Mrs Siobhan Fitzpatrick is the Chief Executive of Early Years and previously worked in Health and Social Services.

Mr Billy Gamble is an economics graduate from Queens University and is a former senior civil servant who was responsible for developing a number of key government policies in community relations.

Mr David Graham OBE is the retired Chief Executive of Fane Valley.
Mr Winston Patterson is based in Donegal and is Chairman of Strabane/Lifford Development Commission and has interests in the voluntary and community sector.
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