PHASE 2 AND PHASE 3 AT BALLYSAGGART BUSINESS COMPLEX OFFICIALLY OPENED
 
Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland and Social Development Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA today (Wednesday 2nd July) officially opened phase two and phase three of workspace and enterprise units at Ballysaggart Business Complex,  Dungannon.
 
Situated on Beech Valley Way, phase two provides 5,325 sq ft of new workspace including three specialist industrial units on the ground floor and one large function room on the second floor. 
 
Phase three provides 3,500 sq ft of new workspace including three offices and three light industrial units which are primarily targeted at encouraging women, young people and ethnic minority entrepreneurs.
 
The new developments, housed in the same building have been funded by different parties. Phase two was funded by the International Fund for Ireland (£250,000); Department for Social Development Neighbourhood Renewal Investment Programme (£127,000); Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council (£189,000) and Dungannon West Renewal (£88,000).
 
The International Fund for Ireland also contributed £40,000 to Phase three of the building and other funding came from DETI Peace II (£127,124); Department for Social Development - Local Community Fund (£50,000); and STEP - South Tyrone Empowerment Programme (£37,124).
 
These new extensions to Ballysaggart Business Complex have the potential to employ 36 people.
 
Speaking at the opening, Denis Rooney said: “Today is a great celebration for all the parties involved to attend the combined opening. This building is a superb example of how organisations working together can achieve a great deal to directly benefit their communities.”
“This investment will help stimulate economic growth, develop potential for employment and facilitate skills training for the people of Dungannon. Creating conditions in which businesses can flourish is a key focus for the Fund.”
 
Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA, Minister for Social Development said: “Our Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy seeks to ensure that people living in disadvantaged areas enjoy the same quality of life as everyone else in Northern Ireland. I am pleased that my Department is making a positive contribution to improve the economic prospects for people living in the Dungannon Neighbourhood Renewal Area. I wish to congratulate the members on the Board of Dungannon West who have worked tirelessly to make the project happen.”
 
Liam Waugh from Dungannon West Renewal said: “When we formed Dungannon West Renewal in 1995 there was extensive dereliction and underdevelopment in the area. For over 12 years now, we have been working together with the public and private sectors to transform the west side of Dungannon, particularly with the provision of workspace and facilities for new and existing businesses. It is fantastic to see the area now thriving and busy. I am very grateful to all the funders for their contribution.”
 
Ann McGlone at South Tyrone Empowerment Programme (STEP) added: “Our premises are aimed primarily at individuals who would otherwise not have the opportunity provided here which underlines the role we have in contributing to the regeneration of Dungannon West. I would like to extend thanks to DETI, Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council and the International Fund for Ireland for their funding which made this project possible.”
 
Andrew Winter from the Department of Enterprise Trade and Investment who contributed to Phase 3 of the building said:“ In providing £127,124 to this project from the Peace II Programme, DETI aims to support the economic transition of Northern Ireland to a more stable, peaceful and prosperous society through the construction of economic infrastructure. This workspace development will stimulate growth, encourage investment and create employment opportunities for the people of the area.
 
“Development like this exemplifies the important contribution that European funding is making to the economic regeneration of disadvantaged communities across Northern Ireland.”
 
Mayor of Dungannon and South Tyrone, Cllr The Lord Morrow, MLA of Clogher Valley said, “This building is a great example of the partnerships which the Council has been endeavouring to promote in the field of business regeneration, neighbourhood renewal and development. Ballysaggart Business Complex now provides affordable workspace for a wide variety of businesses and has given the area a much needed economic boost.” 
 
Ends
 
Notes to editors: 
 
Breakdown of funding
Phase 2
 
The International Fund for Ireland has contributed £250,000 (the maximum allowed under the Second Community Programme) to allow Dungannon West Renewal to develop 5,325 sq ft of workspace adjacent to its Ballysaggart Business Complex. 
 
The overall estimated costs for phase two of the building is £654,000. Other funding has come through DSD Neighbourhood Renewal Investment Programme (£127,000); Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council (£189,000); Dungannon West Renewal (£88,000)
 
Phase two will create 5325 sq feet of workspace including three specialist industrial units on the ground floor and one large function room on the second floor.
 
Phase 3
 
The International Fund for Ireland has contributed £40,000 (through the Business Enterprise and Technology Programme) towards overall costs of £254,248 for phase three of the building. Other funding has come through DETI Peace II (£127,124); DSD - Local Community Fund (£50,000); and STEP - South Tyrone Empowerment Programme (£37,124) 
 
Phase three will create 3,500 sq ft of workspace including three office workspace and three light industrial units (downstairs).
 
About the International Fund for Ireland
 
The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £576m/EUR 849m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
 
The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £33 million/ EUR 48 million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and the Southern border counties.
 
 
For further information please contact: Jenny Greenaway at Smarts: 028 9039 5500 or 07989 350954
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Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland and Social Development Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA today (Wednesday 2nd July) officially opened phase two and phase three of workspace and enterprise units at Ballysaggart Business Complex,  Dungannon. Pictured is Ann McGlone, Chairperson STEP (South Tyrone Empowerment Programme); Liam Waugh, Chairman of Dungannon West Renewal; Mayor of Dungannon and South Tyrone Borough Council, Lord Morrow; Andrew Winter, DETI; Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA, Minister for Social Development; Denis Rooney, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland; Alistair McKane, Neighbourhood Renewal
