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3 SEPTEMBER 2008

MINISTER RITCHIE ANNOUNCES START OF £5.1MILLION REFURBISHMENT WORK ON CONWAY MILL 
Social Development Minister Margaret Ritchie MLA today visited Conway Mill in Belfast to announce the start of the refurbishment work on this iconic landmark. 

The Department for Social Development, one of six funding parties has committed almost £1.7million through its Neighbourhood Renewal initiative help facilitate the £5.1million project.  The regeneration of Conway Mill will enable it to be fully utilised in providing a centre for employment and education and at the same time preserve the historic nature of the mill buildings.

Speaking on the exciting news Minister Ritchie said, “Economic development is a key element of any successful regeneration programme.  The refurbished Conway Mill will provide an enhanced facility that will foster and encourage social and economic opportunities for the local community. 

Upon completion in spring 2010, this new facility will act as a catalyst for other economic development initiatives and investment. The project will also aim to create over 100 jobs within four years of refurbishment, giving a much needed boost to this area of the city. 

It will also give local people the confidence to implement their business ideas and to contribute to the regeneration of West Belfast and will provide ongoing employment and education opportunities.” 
Other funders include the International Fund for Ireland, Heritage Lottery Fund, Integrated Development Fund, Department for Enterprise, Trade and Investment and Arts Council of Northern Ireland.
Denis Rooney, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland added: “I am delighted that the Fund will provide assistance of £970,849 towards the regeneration of Conway Mill. Everyone involved with the project is to be congratulated. A key focus for the Fund is creating conditions where businesses and entrepreneurship can flourish. Ultimately, the work the Fund is investing in now is part of our commitment to building a sustainable and lasting peace for everyone in our society. Without the support of our international donors, the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, we could not continue to fund projects such as the Conway Mill refurbishment.

Paul Mullan, Head of the Heritage Lottery Fund Northern Ireland commented “The Heritage Lottery Fund is delighted that Conway Mill will now be preserved for future generations, whilst enjoying new and innovative uses that will add value to the lives of the community.”

Paul Carr, Head of European Programmes at the Department for Enterprise, Trade and Investment said ”The refurbishment and regeneration of Conway Mill is important in terms of the enterprise opportunities which this will realise for local small businesses. The investment by the Department through the European Union Programme for Peace and Reconciliation will help create jobs in the local area and stimulate economic growth and entrepreneurship."

Rosemary Kelly, Chairman of the Arts Council of Northern Ireland added “The Arts Council is funding a suite of artists’ studios, a workshop and gallery within this exciting Mill development, thus expanding the spaces and places where people can participate in art.  This provision of high quality professional arts infrastructure not only supports our talented local artists, but also contributes to the economic and social development of this area.”

Jim Neeson, Chairman of Conway Mill Preservation Trust, said “This marks a very important milestone for us and for the community we serve. The activities of the Mill have encouraged and supported community involvement at all levels, developed an education and enterprise focus and supported arts and culture where possible.  This regeneration project will enable all floor space within the Mill to be used and will create jobs for local people, and supplier opportunities.   This would not be possible without the commitment, support and funds that have been provided by all the parties visiting the site this morning and I would like to express to them all the gratitude of Conway Mill Preservation Trust in their joining us in this venture.” 


NOTES TO EDITORS

1. The Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy 'People and Place' was published in June 2003 to close the gap between the quality of life for people in the most deprived neighbourhoods and the rest of society. 

2. The Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy has four interlinking strategic objectives:
Community Renewal - to develop confident communities that are able and committed to improving the quality of life in their areas.
Economic Renewal - to develop economic activity in the most deprived neighbourhoods and connect them to the wider urban economy.
Social Renewal - to improve social conditions for the people who live in the most deprived neighbourhoods through better co-ordinated public services and the creation of safer environments.
Physical Renewal - to help create attractive, safe and sustainable environments in the most deprived neighbourhoods.

3. Any discrepancy in figures quoted is due to rounding.
4. The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £576m/EUR 849m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the border counties.
The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £33million/ EUR 48million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and the Southern border counties

5. The remaining funding is provided by International Fund for Ireland (£970,849); Heritage Lottery Fund (£950,000); Integrated Development Fund (£730,000); Department for Enterprise, Trade and Investment (£476,040) and Arts Council of Northern Ireland (£250,000).
6. News Media enquiries to DSD Information Office on 028 90829078/07818 035258. Out of office please contact the Duty Press Officer via pager number 07699715440 and your call will be returned. 
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