NEW TOURISM BOOST TO DAN WINTERS COTTAGE 

Tourism in Co. Armagh has been potentially boosted by the opening of the   newly restored farm buildings which complement the recently restored Dan Winters Cottage, near Loughgall. 

Known for its significance in the formation of the Orange Order, the 300 year old buildings are under the ownership of Dan Winters Ltd, formerly Diamond Community Development Association, which has focused several years of community work into the conservation and restoration of the pre-1835 listed farm buildings and cottage. 


The project has been financed by the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council (through the European Union Building Sustainable Prosperity Programme) which has contributed £132,000; the International Fund for Ireland has provided £64,000 and the Northern Ireland Environment Agency; Historic Buildings Unit have awarded £10,000 to the project.  Funding has allowed for the provision of a tea room and visual display areas which showpiece the history and culture of the area and traditional farming practices throughout the years.
Speaking at the launch Chair of the group Hilda Winter, Chairperson, commented, “The 300 year old thatched dwelling house was restored several years ago and received formal recognition by the Historical Buildings Council and EHS Conservation Awards. However, the site was not ‘visitor friendly’. We want to thank the Northern Ireland Rural Development Council and the International Fund for Ireland for their financial assistance in helping us to achieve our aim of offering an enhanced visitor experience”.  Also speaking at the event Martin McDonald, Chief Executive, said, “Dan Winters House is recognised as a very important heritage tourism asset for the local area. It attracts visitors from all around the world with a unique brand of culture and heritage tourism. RDC is very happy to have been able to support this group in further enhancing a distinctive tourism product”.  

Anne Henderson, Board member of the International Fund for Ireland, which contributed £64,000 to the restoration said ‘this project has been made possible due to the hard work and perseverance of the Dan Winter’s Limited Company, and I would like to offer them my congratulations in bringing this project to fruition’. She further said, ‘Your imagination and your determination have helped to create superb facilities. Dan Winter’s House is recognised as a heritage tourism asset and attracts many local and world wide visitors. The restored project will enhance the visitor experience and add to the attraction of the site. I would also like to thank our donors the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand for their continued support without which we could not fund such vital projects’.

On behalf of the Northern Ireland Environment Agency; Historic Buildings Unit Helen Hossack, Senior Conservation Architect commented, “NIEA: HBU warmly congratulates all those involved in the restoration of this important building and is delighted to have been able to make grant aid available”. 


ENDS
Editors Notes: 

· RDC is an independent organisation working to ensure the collective needs and opportunities of rural areas can be realised. RDC works to promote positive and sustainable change helping to develop and regenerate rural areas for the better. Our Mission is to advance rural development; Our Vision is a living, working, sustainable and shared countryside; Our Core work is Providing objective, evidence based analysis; Delivering practical actions & solutions; Sharing best practice. RDC is agent of the International Fund for Ireland and works in association with Calor Gas to deliver Calor Village of the Year competition in Northern Ireland.

· For further information contact Aileen Donnelly (Communications Officer) ; Tel:  028 867 66980; Email: adonnelly@rdc.org.uk; 

· The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £576m/EUR 849m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
· The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £33 million/ EUR 48 million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and the Southern border counties.

