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4th September, 2008
Holy Family Centre to become heart beat of local community

- Bishop Smith officially opens Holy Family Community Centre, Drogheda

The official opening ceremony of the newly built Holy Family Community Centre, in the Ballsgrove Estate, Drogheda was conducted today, 4th September, by Bishop Michael Smith, Bishop of Meath.  
The new, purpose built Community Centre was built at a cost of EUR1,357,000, with the International Fund for Ireland being the principal funder, providing over EUR500,000 of financial support under its Border Towns and Villages Scheme (BTV).  Other funding sources included Louth Task Force (Peace and Reconciliation), EUR300,000, Sports Capital Programme 2008, EUR80,000 and the Dormant Accounts Fund, EUR200,000.

The new facility replaces the dilapidated prefab buildings which housed the Community Centre for the past number of years, but which were badly damaged during the high winds and storms of January 2007.  Those prefabs catered for over 20 community organisations in very limited conditions and covering a wide range of age groups and activities.

The new communal and recreational facility now comprises a space of 6,300 sq ft. and will provide an indoor sports hall for teenager activities and other local social functions.  In addition, a small coffee shop will be operated.

Speaking at the official opening, Aidan Walsh, Chairman of the Holy Family Community Centre, said: "We are absolutely delighted with today’s event, which marks a significant achievement and milestone for the community of Ballsgrove.  On behalf of the Board of the Holy Family Community Centre, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our fundraisers, funders, advisors, contractors and the community at large for making today possible. We very much look forward to welcoming back all our old friends, groups and classes and hopefully making many new friends in the years ahead."

Commenting on the new Holy Family Community Centre, Denis Rooney, Chairman, International Fund for Ireland, said: "For over 20 years, the International Fund for Ireland has worked to regenerate the most disadvantaged areas in Northern Ireland and the Border counties as a stimulus for economic and social development.  On behalf of the Fund and our donor countries, may I say how pleased we are to be associated with this project, which will play an instrumental role in enhancing and supporting the regeneration of the local community."

As one of the fastest growing provincial towns in Ireland, Drogheda is also experiencing significant levels of unemployment, particularly in a number of housing estates such as Ballsgrove.  The Holy Family Community Association, which is located in the Ballsgrove Estate, will manage the only community facility in this broad catchment area, south of the Boyne River.

Ends
For information related to the Holy Family Community Centre, please contact Aidan Walsh, Tel: 041/9836335 For further information on the International Fund for Ireland, please contact Joanna Petty/Frans Van Cauwelaert at Wilson Hartnell Public Relations on (01) 6690030.
Notes to editors:

About the International Fund for Ireland

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than EUR 845million/STG 589million m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the border counties.

The Fund’s budget for 2008 is EUR 48million/STG 33million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and border counties.
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