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50 JOBS CREATED IN NEW MONKSTOWN VILLAGE CENTRE 

A multi- purpose centre, part of a £2.2m regeneration project in Monkstown, Newtownabbey, creating 50 new jobs for the area was officially opened today (Wednesday 16th April) by Denis Rooney chairman of the International Fund for Ireland and Alderman Nigel Hamilton, Mayor of Newtownabbey.
The new 18,000 sq ft multi-purpose centre will offer a mix of facilities for community based groups as well as commercial space for start-up businesses, business support services and office accommodation. 

The project driven by Monkstown Community Forum, received funding from the International Fund for Ireland who provided £700,000; Newtownabbey Borough Council and the European Union’s Building Sustainable Property Programme, who provided £350,000; Newtownabbey Local Strategy Partnership (EU Peace II) who provided £200,000; Ulster Garden Villages Ltd who provided a loan of £50,000; Newtownabbey Environmental Action Team (NEAT) provided £35,000; Monkstown Community Forum raised £30,000 and a loan was provided from Ulster Community Investment Trust Ltd (UCIT) of £250,000.
Thirteen out of seventeen units are already occupied with businesses ranging from Tesco Express and estate agents to Surestart childcare and the local Credit Union. 

Speaking at the official opening, Denis Rooney said, “The new centre is already having a great impact on the area both socially and economically. I would like to thank Monkstown Community Forum who deserve tremendous credit for holding on to their vision during the many years this project has been in planning. The centre is already providing 50 jobs for local people and it will also nurture an enterprise culture in Monkstown which will sustain the local business community for years to come.” 

Alderman Nigel Hamilton, Mayor of Newtownabbey said, “This excellent facility which benefits the whole community, has transformed Monkstown. We are delighted with the creation of 50 jobs for local people and the centre is now a thriving focus for new businesses in the area. Monkstown Village Centre is an excellent example of how organisations working in partnership can make a project happen.”

John McConaghie, Chair of Monkstown Community Forum added, “Many years ago the Monkstown crossroads were at the heart of village life and we are delighted that after 12 years of planning, this area has been revived. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the local people for their support over the years and of course our funders who have helped to make this project possible.”

Councillor Lynn Frazer, Chair of the Newtownabbey Local Strategy Partnership added, “Monkstown Village Centre has quickly established itself as the hub of community activity and I am delighted to see so many local people here today. The Monkstown Village Centre will certainly contribute to the revival of this area and I wish Monkstown Community Forum all the best for the years to come.”

ENDS
Notes to editors:

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £576m/EUR 849m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £33 million/ EUR 48 million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and the Southern border counties.

For further information please contact: Jenny Greenaway at Smarts: 028 9039 5500 or 07989 350954
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