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Press Release

25th April

The International Fund for Ireland, Tuath, and Border Action celebrated the achievements of the Donegal Centres for Learning Project at an event in Ballybofey, Co. Donegal, today. This innovative project was established in 2006 to bring the opportunity of education to local communities in Donegal and contribute to the development of social and economic sustainability in rural areas. 

In 2006, Tuath applied to the International Fund for Ireland and Border Action to establish the five ‘Centres for Learning.’ The IFI committed €226k into the project. The centres chosen were established community enterprise centres in their own right and are spread throughout the county of Donegal: Áislann Chill Chartha; Clonmany Youth and Community Resource; Ionad Teampall Chróine, An Clochán Liath; St Johnston and Carrigans Family Resource Centre; Tirhugh Resource Centre, Ballyshannon. 

Each of these centres has undergone a training programme in order to deliver a range of community development courses. To date, 13 courses have been delivered in the centres and 245 participants have availed of the training. 

At the showcase event, Pat the Cope Gallagher T.D. Minister of State for Health and Children said: “I am delighted that the International Fund for Ireland and Border Action have both supported such a worthwhile project as the Centres of Learning. The concept of the community being a key stakeholder in the learning process is very impressive. Through learning in this way, people can come to make a real contribution to their own communities and participate in local and national democratic processes. People can engage in many different aspects of life and at many different levels.”

Paddy Harte, Development Officer, International Fund for Ireland, said: “I am delighted to be here on behalf of the International Fund for Ireland, at the launch of this very impressive showcase event to recognise all the social entrepreneurs here today and to celebrate the very innovative work which you are doing. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than €850 million to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the border counties, including a significant number here in Donegal.”

Also speaking at today’s event was Chairman of Tuath, PJ Molloy, who said: “The success of the Centres of Learning programme is testament to the commitment and excellence of the community organizations taking part.  They have embraced this project with enthusiasm and energy.  It shows that the local people in rural areas who might not have had the chance for learning are interested and have responded with their feet.” 

Ends

For further information, please contact Joanna Petty/Frans Van Cauwelaert, Wilson Hartnell Public Relations, 01 6690030 
Note to Editor:

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £ 589 m/EUR 845 m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the border counties.
The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £ 33million/ EUR 48million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and border counties.
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