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xx March 2009

Issued on behalf of the International Fund for Ireland

International Fund for Ireland Chairman welcomes appointment of new Board Members

The Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland, Mr Denis Rooney CBE has welcomed new appointments to the Fund’s Board by the British and Irish Governments.

Mr Rooney welcomed the appointment of four new Board Members: Ms Rose-Mary Farrell who has strong community interests in Co. Louth; Mr David Graham, former Chief Executive, Fane Valley; Dr Adrian Johnston, engineer with Seagate, based in Londonderry and Mr Winston Patterson, Chairman of Strabane/Lifford Development Commission.

Mr Rooney said: “Our new Board Members join the International Fund for Ireland at a time when we are working harder than ever to develop and support initiatives which will make a long term and sustainable difference to communities in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties. As the Fund continues to seek to break new ground in promoting reconciliation and peacebuilding, the expertise and experience of all of our Board Members is increasingly important.”

Mr Rooney paid tribute to outgoing Board Members Ms Anne Bonner; Ms Deirdre Ryan; Mr Jackie Hewitt and Mr John McDaid for their service to the International Fund for Ireland.

(more...)

The full Board of the International Fund for Ireland is:

· Mr Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman

· Mrs Anne Henderson

· Ms Mary Southwell

· Ms Rose-Mary Farrell

· Mr David Graham

· Dr Adrian Johnston

· Mr Winston Patterson

Ends

Notes to editors:

For further information please contact: Sarah Young or Catherine Agnew on 028 9039 5500.

About the International Fund for Ireland 
The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £628m/€803m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
 
The Fund’s budget for 2009 is £25m/€32m. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.

About the Board
Mr Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman: recently retired as Chairman of White Young Green (WYG) and has extensive experience in dealing with cross-border and 

cross-community issues in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties

Mrs Anne Henderson: chartered accountant and Vice-Chair, Northern Ireland Housing Executive

Ms Mary Southwell: independent HR consultant based in Dublin

Ms Rose-Mary Farrell: based in Dundalk with strong community interests in Co. Louth

Mr David Graham: former Chief Executive of Fane Valley and has business interests across the island of Ireland

Dr Adrian Johnston: engineer with Seagate, based in Londonderry

Mr Winston Patterson: based in Co Donegal and Chairman of Strabane/Lifford Development Commission with interests in the voluntary and community sector
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