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INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRFLAND



Issued on behalf of the International Fund for Ireland

11 March, 2009
THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRELAND ANNOUNCES £10.1 (€12.1) MILLION TO PROMOTE RECONCILIATION AND PEACE BUILDING    

The Board of the International Fund for Ireland has approved a further investment of £10.1m (EUR12.1m) to promote reconciliation, community development and peace building throughout Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.  
A total of £3.9m (EUR 4.7m) will promote sharing in education. £1.9m (EUR 2.3m) will go towards Phase 2 of the existing Sharing Education Programme to increase the number of pupils taught in cross-community classes and to enable teachers, governors and parents from both communities to work collaboratively.  £1m (EUR1.2m) will be granted to Fermanagh Trust’s Sharing Education Programme. Both of these projects are co-funded by The Atlantic Philanthropies. The North Eastern Education & Library Board (NEELB) will receive £889,860 (EUR1m) towards developing sharing in education for approximately 30 schools in its area.  

Commenting on the Board’s funding announcement, Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland said; “The Fund is unapologetically focused on reaching out to young people and our investment in sharing in education is testament to this. The next generation must view learning and living together as the norm if we are to take the monumental step towards our goal of a strong, sustainable and lasting peace for everyone across the island of Ireland. 
“May I take this opportunity to thank our donor countries, the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand for their valued contributions, which are ever more vital in these challenging times.”      

A total of £2.3m (EUR 2.8m) will go towards a number of projects under the Fund’s Community Based Economic and Social Regeneration Programme. The Programme targets help at some of the most socially and economically disadvantaged communities in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties using economic regeneration as the basis for cross-community and cross-border activities. 
The Fund’s Community Bridges Programme has allocated funding of £1.3m (EUR 1.6m) towards a range of projects which seek to address the real issues of segregation and sectarianism in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties. In bringing together individuals and groups from both sides of the community and border, common issues and experiences can be explored to develop reconciliation and mutual understanding between all sections of the community. 

A total of £432,644 (EUR 519,173) is being made available under the Integrating Community Organisations Programme to help community organisations from both sides of the border who wish to co-operate on a cross-border and/or cross-community basis to work for the benefit of their community.    
Building a sustainable peace is a priority for the Fund.  The Holywell Trust in Derry/Londonderry, under the Fund’s Leaving a Legacy initiative, will receive £1.8m (EUR 2.2m) towards the Walled City Partnership capital project.  The Project will see Holywell Trust move towards a full merger with the Peace and Reconciliation Group (PRG) and The Junction – two of the other most significant reconciliation groups in the region.  The newly merged entity will relocate to a more suitable city centre venue, realising economies of scale and helping to re-establish the city centre as a shared space.   

In announcing this latest funding investment the International Fund for Ireland continues its focus on supporting those projects and programmes that will make a long-term contribution to peace building and reconciliation in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties. 

ends

Notes to editors:

1. A full list of projects receiving funding following today’s announcement follows below.  
2. The Atlantic Philanthropies is an international, independent foundation which seeks to bring about lasting changes in the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people. In Northern Ireland, it focuses on ageing, disadvantaged children and youth and reconciliation and human rights.
About the International Fund for Ireland 

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than EUR803m/STG628m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.

The Fund’s budget for 2009 is EUR32m/STG25m. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.

List of other recipients 
Today’s announcement includes approved funding for the following projects:

Building Foundations 
Community Based Economic and Social Regeneration Programme
* Crossfire Trust, Darkley (Capital Project) will receive £84,570 (EUR 101,484) towards completing additional accommodation and enhanced facilities for the group’s work at the Darkley site.   The Trust will also receive £290,847 (EUR 349,016) towards a new three year community relations and outreach programme. 

* Dunfanaghy Workhouse, Dunfanaghy, Co. Donegal

EUR351, 430 (STG292,858) has been approved for a three year project titled “ The Waves of Change”, encompassing a series of cross-community and cross-border facilitated workshops and activities focused on Maritime Heritage and Culture.     

* West Cavan / West Fermanagh Social, Community & Enterprise Regeneration Project, Co. Cavan / Co. Fermanagh
EUR 391,510 (STG326,258) has been approved for a programme that aims to address the critical underdevelopment of the local economy by firstly creating an environment for mutual understanding and trust between the communities in the area.  A series of initiatives will be put in place to foster improved relationships, provide training and professional/personal development opportunities and the development of a shared vision for the area.   

* Opportunity Youth, Belfast has been granted £496,321 (EUR 545,953) towards a two year project entitled ‘Reaching them Young’ engaging young adults aged 11-21 at risk of offending, currently offending or those currently placed in Hydebank Young Offenders Centre.  The project will target specific crime hotspots in Belfast and Londonderry. 

*Special Olympic Ulster West Region, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal

IFI funding of EUR114,250 (STG95,208) has been approved to deliver a comprehensive Good Relations Building Programme around the Letterkenny Ulster Special Olympics Games that will engage all the stakeholders within Special Olympics Ulster.      

* The Rural College in Derrynoid, Draperstown is a highly respected education and training facility specialising in Rural and Community Development Training. They will receive £165,521 (EUR 198,625) towards a three year project addressing the legacy of the troubles via story telling and creative writing.  
*Columba Community YARD Project, Derry will receive £394,229 (EUR473,074.80) towards enhancing the organisation’s existing facilities and to deliver training, understanding and employment to those most at risk from social exclusion. 

*Balor DCA, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal

IFI funding of EUR215,064 (STG179,220) has been approved for Balor Development Community Arts in conjunction with the Strabane Alley Arts Centre, for a three year cross-border, cross-community reconciliation project called ‘Shared Past – Shared Future’.  The aim of the arts related project is to build on the success of the IFI funded ‘Crossing Bridges’ project, which clearly demonstrated how the arts can have a direct and powerful impact on reconciliation.
* Louth Craftmark, Co. Louth

EUR12,500 (£10, 416)
* White Oaks Centre, Co. Donegal

EUR10,000 (£8,333)
* Border Action, Counties Donegal, 
Sligo, Leitrim, Cavan, Monaghan, Louth.
EUR10,000 (£8,333)
* Farney Workhouse, Co. Monaghan
EUR10,000 ( £8,333)
Building Bridges 

Community Bridges Programme 
An Teach Bán, Co. Donegal  
An Teach Bán, a dedicated Centre for Peace Building, based in Downings, Donegal, has been approved support of EUR379,133 (STG315,944) to develop a community reconciliation legacy project entitled ‘Pass it on‘ working in collaboration with15 communities across the North West region.  Through music and story with accredited learning on topics such as anti-sectarianism, diversity, prejudice and active citizenship, a pool of 240 community leaders will be provided with the skills and development opportunities to enhance their communities.

* Arts for All, Belfast will receive £219,598 (EUR 263,517.60) towards the cost of implementing the Cross Interface Relations Through Community Arts Project. The funds will help to build and develop lasting relationships across interfaces in North Belfast through a web of innovative arts and culture projects that address sectarianism and division.
* Ballynafeigh Community Development Association, Belfast has been granted £250,742 (EUR 300,890) towards a project to further develop collaboration and good relations across 14 groups in and around the Ormeau Road area of South Belfast close to the Ormeau Bridge flashpoint.
* Skegoniel / Glandore Common Purpose Group, Belfast has been granted £248,679 (EUR298,414) towards a development plan centred around key themes of Young People, Environment, Intergeneration and a Shared Social Enterprise located in the interface district in North Belfast.

* Link Family & Community Centre, Newtownards is an independent faith based community development organisation working alongside disadvantaged groups and communities in Newtownards. The £291,435 (EUR349,722) will go towards the cost of implementing a Community Cohesion Initiative for Ards and North Down to promote good community relations and build greater community cohesion.    

Building Integration 

Integrating Community Organisations Programme 
* Blackwater Regional Partnership, Co. Armagh / Co. Monaghan 

£87,055 & EUR95,760

* Network Personnel (Magherafelt) / Tír Boghaine Teo. (Co. Donegal)





£82,569 & EUR 90,826

* The Bytes Project (Belfast) / Inishowen Partnership (Co. Donegal) 



£31,321 & EUR34,453

* Atlas Women’s Group (Lisburn) / Scoil na Fuiseoige (Lisburn)







£47,500 (EUR57,000)
Sharing in Education Programme 

*Fermanagh Trust Sharing Education Programme has been granted £1m (EUR1.2m) for a 3-year programme of cross-community shared education involving 56 primary and post-primary schools within the county, 103 teachers and 4,251 pupils. The overall aim is to promote and enhance the quality of cross-sectoral collaboration and sharing between schools in Fermanagh. 

*NEELB Primary Integrating / Enriching Education has been granted £889,860 (EUR 1m) towards a Board wide initiative aimed at developing integrating education across primary schools in its area through both curricular and extra-curricular activities.  
*Sharing Education Programme II has been granted £1.9m (EUR 2.3m) towards phase II of the existing programme which will increase the number of pupils taught in cross-community classes and enable teachers, governors and parents from both communities to work collaboratively. It will be accessible by means of an open competition amongst all post primary schools across Northern Ireland, involving over 10 new sets of participating schools.

Disadvantaged Areas Initiative 
* Upper Ardoyne Community Partnership, Belfast has been granted £86,773 (EUR104,127) towards the development of a derelict site on the corner of the Berwick Road and Alliance Road to bring about economic and community regeneration.     

Border Towns and Villages (Concluding Programme)
*Community Network Services (Broadband), Co. Donegal   EUR 90,000 (£75,000)
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