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THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRELAND PROVIDES MAJOR FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY RELATIONS PROJECTS 
As part of Community Relations Week, The International Fund for Ireland has officially launched five diverse community based projects at an event based in Ballynafeigh Community Development Association. The projects have received grants totalling £1.3 million.
The funding was awarded through the Fund’s Community Bridges Programme which supports good community relations at grass-roots level and underpins local peace-building activities.

Other groups in attendance who outlined their plans for the funding were: An Teach Ban Centre for Peace Building; Arts4All; The Link, Newtownards; and Skegoniel / Glandore Common Purpose Group.

This latest tranche of funding will encourage each of the community groups to continue to work together, share resources and strive towards improving their local neighbourhoods.

Mary Southwell, Board Member for the International Fund for Ireland, said: “The Fund is very happy to support projects which create conditions where communities can flourish and grow and so has committed approximately £1.3 million to these five community relations related projects. This continues to be a key area of activity for the International Fund for Ireland, and we are very happy to continue to support projects which underpin efforts to enhance social advance, peace building and reconciliation throughout the island of Ireland.
“Much has been achieved by the International Fund for Ireland through the Community Bridges Programme. It has supported many projects and benefited tens of thousands of people both directly or indirectly.  The Programme has enabled new approaches to reconciliation work to be piloted and helped existing reconciliation organisations to fundamentally change their practices so as to have a greater impact at community level.” 
Duncan Morrow, Chief Executive of Community Relations Council said: “This is fine example of communities taking the lead in regenerating their neighbourhoods and will mark the end of Community Relations Week. In the current economic climate, investors are walking away from areas where there is a history of sectarian violence. It is therefore vital that communities rise to the challenge to implement positive change and promote their communities as attractive areas for new business and regeneration.”
Gerry Turbritt, Community Facilitator of Ballynafeigh Community Development Association one of the participating groups said: “It is initiatives such as these which will encourage and help our shared communities to work more closely together and to build a better future for the generations to come. Ballynafeigh is a shared neighbourhood and this Programme, with its relationship-building and mentoring, will complement the Shared Neighbourhood programme run by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive.”
-Ends-
Notes to editors:

About the International Fund for Ireland 
The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £628m/€803m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
 
The Fund’s budget for 2009 is £25m/€32m. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout Northern Ireland and the Southern border counties.
Media contact: Jenny Beattie at Smarts: 028 9039 5500 or 07989 350 954 or jenny.beattie@smarts.co.uk 
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