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LURGAN’S YOUNG PEOPLE EMPOWERED TO BUILD PEACE
Young people from across Lurgan’s interface areas have been learning how to deal with community relations and take practical steps towards peace building through the Jethro Youth Reach Project.

At an event to celebrate their achievements at Lurgan’s Jethro Centre last night, Denis Rooney CBE, Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland awarded the Project’s participants with certification for Open College Network courses entitled: “Understanding Diversity within Society” and “Contentious Issues.”
The young people, 15 to 18 year-olds, gained the qualifications as part of the Jethro Youth Reach Project. The Project is managed by the Shankill Parish Caring Association and funded by the International Fund for Ireland’s Community Bridges Programme, which provided £226,540 towards the initiative. The Church of Ireland Priorities Fund also contributed to the Project with funding of £30,000.
The aim of the three-year cross-community Project is to teach local young people how to address community relations issues and engage in the process of peace building, while equipping them with real qualifications and credit points in the process. The Open College Network courses are equivalent to GCSE credit points or NVQ levels 1 and 2.

In the first year of the Project, 34 young people participated. Up to 50 young people at risk of engaging in anti-social behaviour in interface areas across the Lurgan area are expected to take part in each subsequent year.

Speaking at the event, Mr Rooney said: “At the core of the International Fund for Ireland’s current strategy is a focus on peace building, reconciliation and sustainable positive change. We are working with communities throughout the island of Ireland to identify interventions that will continue to have an impact long after the Fund ceases to exist. What better way to make a positive impact than to empower young people to take ownership of their own futures and the futures of their communities.

“I would like to congratulate the participants on their maturity and foresight in choosing to take part in this Project.” 
The Shankill Parish Caring Association has a long history of community work in the Lurgan area and the Jethro Centre itself has made a very positive cross-community impact. 

Richard Dougherty, Youth Reach Development Officer, Shankill Parish Caring Association, said: “The main goal of this Project was to work with local young people at a grass roots level to help give them a sense of purpose, and new sets of skills that they can build on and bring back to their own communities. By educating them in managing conflict and contentious issues, while providing participants with the opportunity to volunteer on subsequent years of the project, it is truly a Project that is delivered for local young people, by local young people.”
ends

Notes to editors
About the International Fund for Ireland
The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £628m/€803m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties.

The Fund’s budget for 2009 is £25m/€32m. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout Northern Ireland and the southern border counties.

About Shankill Parish Caring Association
The Shankill Parish Caring Association was established in 1992 and incorporated as a limited company in 1996. The mission statement of the association is to promote peace, harmony and well being for all the inhabitants of Lurgan and its environs by being an organisation that provides Christian service to the whole community based on the principles of; Justice, Excellence, Tolerance, Reconciliation, and Outreach. 

The Caring Association believes that its vision, which is “to see the inhabitants of Lurgan and its environs, reconciled and living together as one community experiencing peace, harmony and well being” is best expressed through the work and relationships built up within The Jethro Centre which was funded by the International Fund For Ireland, OFMDFM, Dept of Education, DSD, CBC, COI Priorities Fund and The Diocese of Down & Dromore.
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