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INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR IRFLAND



Issued on behalf of the International Fund for Ireland



11 February 2009
 

ORANGE COMMUNITY NETWORK CELEBRATE SUCCESS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS 



Community groups from the Orange Community Network (OCN) who participated in a community capacity building programme funded by the International Fund for Ireland, celebrated the success of the Programme and individual achievements at an awards ceremony in Brownlow House, Lurgan on Tuesday 10 February 2009.



The groups at tonight’s event are among a number of new community associations which have emerged from a three-year community development programme delivered by the OCN and funded by the International Fund for Ireland.



The Programme commenced in 2005 to provide training and support for emerging community groups across Northern Ireland.  The OCN also encourages the groups to develop partnerships in the voluntary and statutory sectors to provide new services for their local communities in existing Orange Halls.



Speaking at the ceremony, Anne Henderson, International Fund for Ireland Board Member said: “I would like to congratulate all the community groups who participated in this ground-breaking community development programme and in particular I would like to congratulate the individual and group award winners at tonight’s awards ceremony. I am delighted that the Programme was such a success; the Fund is very keen to support programmes and projects that help to underpin peace building efforts, create conditions where communities can flourish and grow, enhance social advance and reconciliation throughout the island of Ireland.



“The vision shown by the ONC and commitment of programme participants should be applauded”.



Drew Nelson, Chairman of the Orange Community Network added: “We are delighted to have this opportunity to showcase these hard working community groups. 



“Since the programme was launched, 563 people have completed various training courses through OCN in the geographic target areas of County Antrim, East Londonderry, Tyrone and Fermanagh, a figure which well exceeds our target. Coincidentally, since the programme was launched 482 grants have been made from various sources to groups which meet in Orange Halls. I would like to thank all the staff from the OCN for their hard work and commitment to this programme and to the International Fund for Ireland for their support.”



“As the programme draws to a close we look forward to continued growth and confidence building among the communities and urge all the groups represented here tonight to continue the good work.”



ENDS

Notes to editors:

The International Fund for Ireland is an international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986 with the objectives of promoting economic and social advance and of encouraging contact, dialogue and reconciliation between unionists and nationalists throughout Ireland. Contributors to the Fund are the United States, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £576m/EUR 849m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the border counties.
The Fund’s budget for 2008 is £33million/ EUR 48million. Funding priorities include grassroots level reconciliation and cross-community projects. In addition, the Fund seeks to address the root causes of deprivation in the most disadvantaged areas by using shared economic concerns as a platform for regeneration and cross-community activity. The Fund will also continue its pioneering work with children and young people throughout the North and the Southern border counties.
CAPTIONS
Pictured receiving their awards with Drew Nelson, Chairman of the Orange Community Network and Anne Henderson, Board Member of the International Fund for Ireland are: 
MOST DEVELOPED GROUP
 
WINNER NEWMILLS CULTURAL GROUP – Stephen Wilson




 
OUTSTANDING PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION (UNDER 25)
 
FARDROSS HERITAGE & VISION SOCIETY -  Lisa Potter


 
OUTSTANDING PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION (OVER 25)
 
 
STEPHEN WILSON
NEWMILLS CULTURAL GROUP
 
CYRIL WILSON
CARRICKLONGFIELD CULTURAL GROUP
 
CHARLIE MORROW
DUNAMONEY COMMUNITY GROUP
 
DAVID POTTER
FARDROSS HERITAGE & VISION SOCIETY
 
WILLIAM KERR
TOPP RURAL REGENERATION & CULTURAL SOCIETY
 
ANNA WORKMAN
TOPP RURAL REGENERATION & CULTURAL SOCIETY
 
HUBERT GILMORE
MOVENIS AREA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
 
REUBEN GLOVER
MARLAGH EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL GROUP
 
VAUGHN HENDRON
BROOKMOUNT CULTURAL & EDUCATION SOCIETY
 
LYLE QUIGLEY
ARDINARRIFF CULTURAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BURNFOOT COMMUNITY & DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
 
JOAN STEWART (not in attendance)
FRIENDS OF SCHOMBERG
 
WYNNE TRUEMAN (not in attendance)
FRIENDS OF SCHOMBERG
 
RICHARD HODGES
COLERAINE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
 
JOANNE HUNNIFORD
COLERAINE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE
 
CLLR. ANNE FORDE (not in attendance)
 
CLLR. GEORGE SHIELS (not in attendance) 
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