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ALL SAINTS BRIDGE THE GAP FOR THE MAIDEN CITY

Waterside-based community group, All Saints Caring Association today revealed details of a £750,000 redevelopment of its cross community peace and reconciliation venue. 

The rebuilding of the Stewart Memorial Hall will enable the group to accommodate community and cross community activities for the area including drop-in schemes, training courses and community relations programmes.
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Partly funded by the International Fund for Ireland with grant assistance of £656,125, the modern 422 square metre space is designed to be a neutral base that will help support community relations efforts by encouraging dialogue and friendships in surrounding areas. The Fund is also supporting the Association’s ongoing programme of community and community relations activity.

Dr Adrian Johnston Chairman of the International Fund for Ireland said:
“This project is a welcome boost for the whole city. It is important that modern and neutral spaces and resources are available to help people tackle mutual concerns and problems and promote understanding. 

“Through this modern venue All Saints Caring Association will provide new opportunities for people to meet, learn and work together. This will be an important and powerful addition to the collective efforts that are already underway to improve community relations, support peace building and reduce sectarianism in this area and across city.”

Speaking about the progress of the project, Malcolm Ferry, Chair of the Caring Association said:
“The site on the Glendermott Road provides the ideal opportunity to become a focal point of peace and neutrality for the city. It is our hope to improve cross community relations through a series of projects aimed at building bridges. The centre will equipped with practical facilities will offer a mix of community outreach activities and will cover areas such as health, drug awareness, sex education, employment, debt counselling, relationships and more – all of which will centre on improving relations between all the people in this area.”


The Mayor, Cllr Kevin Campbell said he was delighted to support the redevelopment of cross community facilities aimed at promoting peace and reconciliation work in the city and region. “This funding will assist in allowing the All Saints Caring Association to continue with the excellent work they do in shaping a positive future for the people of the city. I am very supportive of the excellent work carried out by this organization in promoting peace and reconciliation and believe this redevelopment will have a real and positive impact for the entire community.”

Ends

All media enquires or to arrange interview please contact: 
Stephen McGrath or Kaz Lynas at Weber Shandwick 
on 028 90 34 7300 or mobile 079 8947 5561. 


About the International Fund for Ireland
The International Fund for Ireland is an independent, international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £695m/€869m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.
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