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International Fund for Ireland announces £4.2m/€5m financial assistance to deliver a wide range of peace building, integration, and reconciliation interventions

The International Fund for Ireland has confirmed financial assistance of £4.2m/€5m that will support peace building, integration and reconciliation projects in Northern Ireland and the six southern border counties. Since it was formed in 1986, the Fund has provided almost £700m/€840m to a wide variety of projects that focus on promoting social and economic advance and creating the conditions for Unionists and Nationalists to learn, work and live together as part of a peaceful and shared future.

This latest funding announcement was made following the Fund’s recent Board Meeting in County Cavan. One of the interventions to benefit from this latest funding package is the Peace Walls Programme. The programme aims to deliver a range of confidence and relationship building interventions within and between interface communities to help communities arrive at a position where they feel it is safe and appropriate for the removal of peace walls to commence.  

Having announced the new Peace Walls Programme in January 2012, the Fund is very pleased that this first tranche of funding, totalling £1.2m/€1.45m, will enable the recipients to take the first steps that will hopefully lead to real and positive community transformation.

Dr Adrian Johnston, Chairman of the Fund, said:

“The Peace Walls Programme will allow communities to progress at their own pace and tackle local issues with local solutions. The Fund will also liaise with government departments and other funders to help communities to lever additional funding for the physical removal of peace walls and any associated infrastructure and community regeneration needs when the required levels of confidence have been established through the programme.”

He added: “This latest funding announcement is in line with our strategy to deliver real and positive community transformation by helping to address some of the most significant remaining challenges to securing lasting peace and a shared future.”

The Chairman also took the opportunity to thank the international donors to the Fund – the European Union and the Governments of the United States of America, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand – for their support.

The latest funding package amounts to £4.2million/€5million and, in addition to the Peace Walls Programme, it includes specific allocations to a number of the Fund’s key programmes and projects, including:
· The final allocation of funding through the Integrating Community Organisations Programme will distribute a further £1,121,760/€1,346,111. This will see 11 new cross-border/cross-community projects funded under the final phase of this very successful programme including Castlederg Youth Forum in partnership with Gleann Fhinne Teoranta and Castlederg Young Loyalist Flute Band. Additional funding was also approved to extend four existing projects aimed at developing strong relationships in areas where there has been limited cross-community interaction.
· The Community Based Economic & Social Regeneration Programme will provide £515,000/€618,285 in additional assistance to extend or enhance five projects. A further £190,000/€228,600 has also been provided for additional training and mentoring for groups who participated in the Maximising Community Space Programme.
· The Community Leadership Programme will receive up to £650,000/€779,000 to continue building leadership and management capacity in community-based organisations and networks in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties and in turn develop stronger community infrastructure.  This will enable community organisations to play a stronger role in the development of sustainable social, economic and community relations. 
· £347,811/€417,373 will go towards the Leaving a Legacy Programme. The YMCA Lurgan will receive support towards youth and community relations activity to coincide with the opening of its new shared space centre on the interface in Lurgan. Holywell Trust, in conjunction with a number of other community and community relations organisations in Londonderry/Derry, will receive  funding to help develop new facilities that support and promote community relations efforts.
· A further 10 pre-schools in counties Cavan and Monaghan will  benefit  from additional funding of £33,295/€39,954 for the very successful Respecting Differences Programme.
· £150,000/€180,000 has been committed towards the Community Relations in Schools (CRIS) Programme. 

Further information about all the beneficiaries from the International Fund for Ireland’s latest funding package is available at the International Fund for Ireland’s website: www.internationalfundforireland.com

Ends

All media enquires or to arrange interview please contact: 
Stephen McGrath/Kaz Lynas at Weber Shandwick Belfast +44 (0) 28 90347300/+44 (0)79 89475561 
Eoin Quinn/Mary McCarthy Weber Shandwick Dublin +353 (0) 1 6760168/+353 (0) 87 2332191

About the International Fund for Ireland
The International Fund for Ireland is an independent, international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed almost £700m/€840m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.

Funding announcements June 2012

Causeway Rural and Urban Network £100,000/€120,000 towards the extension of a tailored community relations and capacity building project across the Coleraine and Moyle district council areas.

Kilkeel Parish Bridge Association (KPBA) Co Down £80,238/£96,286 towards the extension of a cross- community youth project also involving the Kingdom Youth Club to engage with young people in Kilkeel who are at risk of social exclusion. 

Tuath Winning New Opportunities Programme £83,333/€100,000 towards the extension of a personal development programme in Donegal that boosts the potential for people in disadvantaged communities to address social isolation and employment opportunities. 

Farney Community Development Group £83,333/€100,000 towards the refurbishment and restoration of Carrickmacross Workhouse in Monaghan. The works will convert the building into a multi-use facility that includes physical space for reconciliation and peace building.

Carrickfergus YMCA (Co Antrim) – Youth Project £100,000/€120,000 towards the delivery of a range of community relations activities that coincide with the development of a purpose built shared space youth and community facility in central Carrickfergus. 

Maximising Community Space £190,500/€228,600 towards additional support for community organisations that participated in the Maximising Community Space Crossing Borders Programme.

 Integrating Community Organisations Programme

Carntogher Community Association and  Kilcronaghan Community Association Reconciling Communities Project - Phase 2 £85,000/€102,000 towards the delivery of cross-community activities involving music, dance, study trips and discussion workshops which improve understandings between community groups based in the Maghera and Draperstown areas.

Riverstown Enterprise Development (Sligo) Ltd & Brookeborough & District Community Development Association (BDCDA) The River Brooke Project £83,333/€100,000 to extend and deepen a programme of cross-community activities between Riverstown in County Sligo and Brookeborough in County Fermanagh.
 
Youth Work Ireland Monaghan, Clones Erne East and Dee Street Community Centre  Belfast Youth For Peace – Moving Forward Together Project – Phase 2 £100,000/€120,000 towards the continuation of a pioneering programme that brought three communities together to challenge attitudes and build positive relationships. 

Loughgiel Community Association & Inter-Estate Partnership Antrim £75,000/€90,000 towards extending good relations and integration activities between the rural community of Loughgiel in County Antrim and the Inter Estate Partnership in Antrim town. 

A total of £778,427/€934,112 will be shared amongst 11 projects that will each develop 12-month  cross-community and or cross-border programmes designed to enhance community relations. They will be managed by:

REACT (Reconciliation Education & Community Training) and Doohamlet District Development Association £84,796/€101,755 .

Garrison Community Group and Garrison Church of Ireland Group £42,500/€51,000. 

Annaclone Community Engagement Group and Kinallen Rural Community Development Assoc. £82,150/€98,580. 

Castlederg Youth Forum and Gleann Fhinne Teoranta & Castlederg Young Loyalist Flute Band £94,802/€113,762. 

First Presbyterian Church and Newtowncunningham Inter-Church Committee & St Eugenes & Longtower Church £85,665/€102,798. 

An Mhachaire Le Cheile Teo and East Donegal Ulster Scots £72,558/€87,070.

Cloughmills Community Action Team and Cloughmills Cultural and Historical Society £73,496/€88,195 .

Voices Women’s Group and Coole New Opportunities Women’s Group £55,840/€67,008.

Chanterhill Area Community Association and Cavanaleck Community Association £65,335/€78,402.
 
Shankill Juniors Football Club & Ardoyne Youth Club £32,325/€38,790 .

Greenore Greencastle Community Association and Kilkeel Development Association £88,960/€106,752.

The Belfast Old Firm Alliance Project (BOFAP) has also had its date for completion extended from August 2012 to January 2013. 

Leaving a Legacy

Lurgan YMCA £100,000/€120,000 towards a community relations activity to coincide with the opening of the organisation’s shared space facility on the interface in Lurgan.  

Holywell Trust – additional assistance of £247,811.00/€297,373 towards the re-development of a Londonderry/Derry city centre facility for use in community and community relations work and which will house some of the leading community relations practitioners in the north-west to co-locate along with a number of other community organisations serving the city and wider North West area. 

Community Leadership Programme

Community Leadership £649,167/€779,000 to enable the continued building of leadership and management capacity of local community-based organisations and networks, and in turn develop stronger community infrastructure.  This funding will ultimately allow community organisations to play a stronger role in the development of sustainable social, economic and community relations regeneration in disadvantaged areas. 

Respecting Differences Programme

Expansion to RDP in Cavan and Monaghan £33,295/€39,954 towards the implementation of the highly successful Early Years Programme in an additional 10 settings spread across Cavan and Monaghan.

Community Bridges Programme

Community Relations in Schools £150,000/€180,000 towards the delivery of an extended range of programme activities including: School Principal Networks and the production of cross sectoral school area based plans; expanding Parent Engagement Programmes into new schools and new areas; and developing and expanding the Class Share Programmes at nursery and primary level.   Community Relations in Schools is one of the most highly regarded and respected community relations providers within the education sector in Northern Ireland.  

Peace Walls Programme

Duncairn Community Partnership £471,000/€565,200; TASCIT Project £414,645/€497,574 and Greater Whitewell Community Surgery £330,175/€396,210 towards a range of confidence and relationship building interventions within and between interface communities to help communities arrive at a position where they feel it is safe and appropriate for the removal of peace walls to commence .
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