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Report calls for policy and structural change to support communities
Policy and structural transformations are needed to support marginalised communities and help resolve tensions, according to a report launched today [5th October 2012] at the Farset Complex, Belfast.

The Communities in Transition 2 (CIT2) Evaluation Report was undertaken by the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland and sets out a number of recommendations for community development in response to changing political and economic landscapes.

The CIT2 programme, funded by the International Fund for Ireland, was recognised as a positive model for peace building and building sustainable community infrastructure in areas that suffer from internal and external tensions.
The programme carefully researched and identified 10 urban and rural communities from across Northern Ireland in 2006 and applied a mix of innovative approaches to enhance development. Many of these approaches have since been adopted into other community programmes.
International Fund for Ireland board member Billy Gamble said: “Three years ago we presented successes in the first phase of the CIT Programme. We reported how the programme had worked and how this needed to be extended to other areas of weak community infrastructure.
“Today we are celebrating the achievement of the programme’s second phase. The evaluation shows that over the last five years, CIT2 has generated positive outcomes and given policy makers an effective template to progress community transformation.

“At local level, the economic landscape has changed considerably. By adapting from the lessons the CIT2 peace building experience has provided, local authorities and government can begin to assist communities to tackle the challenges they face in a meaningful and sustainable way.”
At the launch, speakers discussed the report’s findings on community development and peace building programmes, broader implications arising from programmes such as CIT2 and lessons arising from them. Four of the 10 communities who benefitted from the CIT2 Programme also took to the stage to share their stories and experiences of how the CIT2 Programme had benefitted them.

Monina O’Prey Programme Manager at the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland said: “The two Communities in Transition Programmes provide proven working approaches to support communities that fall through the net or generally escape the notice of policy makers, funders and support organisations. 
“Combining community development and peace building in such communities and offering substantial support and resources to those committed to change brings long term benefits for all. All the communities involved n the CIT2 Programme have made an extraordinary journey and secured positive outcomes. We hope they can continue to build upon this for future generations to come.”

ENDS
Notes to editors:

The 10 communities chosen for the CIT2 Programme were as follows:

1. Dromore Village, Co Down

2. Seapatrick estate, Banbridge

3. Cregagh and Clonduff estates, Castlereagh

4. Lisnahull estate, Dungannon

5. Queen Street/Avenue Road estates, Lurgan

6. Annsborough, Co Down

7. Lisanally and Alexander estates, Armagh

8. Parkmore estate, Craigavon

9. Antiville and Craigyhill estates, Larne

10. Doury Road estate, Ballymena

About the International Fund for Ireland

The International Fund for Ireland is an independent, international organisation established by the Irish and British Governments in 1986. The Fund’s main objectives are to promote economic and social advance and encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between Unionists and Nationalists throughout Ireland.

Contributors to the Fund are the United States of America, the European Union, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. Since its inception, the Fund has committed more than £695m/€869m to a wide variety of projects in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties. Developing and funding initiatives that tackle segregation and promote integration to build a lasting peace in Northern Ireland and the southern border counties is a key priority for the Fund.

About the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland

Starting life in 1979 as the Northern Ireland Voluntary Trust, the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland is now into its fourth decade of delivering social change and supporting voluntary and community action with intelligent giving. As the local touchstone for intelligent giving with over thirty years experience working in communities across the region, the Foundation has used grant-making and fund development to drive social change. Sharing learning and promoting community development have also been key activities, helping embed peace and reduce poverty among the most disadvantaged of our citizens.
